


The familiar red and white banner
of Maher Construction Inc. has
been posted at numerous building
projects across the Greater Toronto
Area since the Toronto-based gen-
eral contracting and design-build
construction management firm was
founded in 1996.
And when the president of Maher

Construction Inc. posts his compa-

ny's sign at a construction site it
serves two purposes. It lets people
know who's building the area's
next landmark and it lets his client
know who will be running the
show. That’s because every project
that Larry Maher takes on for
clients in the institutional, com-
mercial and industrial sectors
receives the personal attention of
the man whose company bears his
name.

“By maintaining an open line of
communication with each member
of the project and by providing a
leadership role throughout the con-
struction phase, we are able to
ensure the integrity and quality of
each phase of the project,” Maher
explained. “As a result, we are
proud of our extensive list of
repeat clients.”

“Our continued success is also
due to our long-term relationship

with clients, sub-trade contractors,
consultants and employees,” he
added.

When Eb Zeidler, of Zeidler
Partnership Architects, was look-
ing for a construction company to
help restore the historic Gladstone
Hotel in Toronto, the Zeidler fami-
ly chose Maher Construction Inc.
The restoration of Toronto’s oldest
operating hotel is a project that
includes new mechanical, electri-
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cal and life safety systems and a
complete upgrade to 52 guest
suites and ground floor bars.
Maher Construction is also over-
seeing the reconstruction of the
main entrance canopy and the
building facade of the five-storey,
35,000 square foot building.
Other construction projects cur-
rently being managed by Maher
Construction include a new home
for Union Gas, in Toronto and the
second phase of new offices for
Save the Children Canada. The
Union Gas project is located in
mid-town Toronto in the Yonge
Eglinton Centre.
Maher Construction Inc. complet-

ed Phase I of an office expansion
for Save The Children Canada in
2003 and has been contracted to
construct Phase II, scheduled for
completion, this summer.   Maher
Construction Inc.’s portfolio of
past projects includes a wide range
of general contracting and design-
build assignments.

Maher Construction has acted as
general contractor for the construc-
tion of the following retail outlets:
a 42,500 sq. ft. The Brick retail
store, in Whitby; the management
and supervision of a 9,200 sq. ft.
store for Pottery Barn Kids, in
Toronto’s exclusive Yorkdale
Shopping Centre; and a new 4,500
sq. ft. store for W10 Fashions, in
Toronto. Maher is also responsible
for building the 25,000 sq. ft.,
Canadian head office of ASP
Maxcess Flooring, in Oakville
Institutional and educational sector
projects managed by Maher
Construction have included: resi-
dences and office of the Consulate
General of Barbados, in Toronto; a
5,200 sq. ft. computer lab and
3,500 sq. ft. library for Humber
College, both in Toronto; the 2,000
sq. ft. home of the Bathurst
Rutherford Chiropractic and Rehab
Centre, located in Vaughan; and a
4,500 sq. ft. banking outlet for the
Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce at the Moringside Mall,
in Toronto.   From its humble
beginnings as fledgling construc-
tion management firm founded by
Maher while he was a student
attending York University, Maher
Construction Inc. has grown to
become a respected name in con-
struction management, general
contracting and turn-key design
build services for the institutional,
commercial and industrial sectors
of the Toronto area, and beyond. 

“I knew from a very young age
that I was destined for a career in
the construction industry,” said
Maher, whose first exposure to the
building industry was a child,
accompanying his father Art
Maher to various job sites through-
out the GTA. “My father was a
designer who managed building
projects for others, before estab-
lishing his own design firm,”
explained the 30-year-old compa-
ny founder and president.   Projects
designed and managed by ATLM
include: the 48,000 sq. ft. home of
Ital Pasta, and the 12,000 sq. ft.
Park Ridge Industrial building,
both located in Brampton. ATLM
also designed and built the 21,500
sq. ft. headquarters of ECS
Engineering, and the sprawling
38,500 sq. ft. La Perla Convention
Center  both located in Vaughan,
and the massive, 110,000 sq. ft.
Golden Falcon Complex, in
Toronto.
ATLM has also developed a repu-

tation as respected builder of luxu-
ry homes, with portfolio of resi-
dences, ranging in size from 4,500
sq. ft. to 11,000 sq. ft., from
Richmond Hill to Brampton. 

“I have worked for my dad as a
labourer, and doing electrical and
carpentry work, from as far back as
I can recall, so it only seemed nat-
ural for me to pursue a career in the
construction industry,” said Maher,
whose first project as proprietor of
Maher Construction Inc. was a
4,000 sq. ft. coin-operated
Laundromat on Weston Road, near
Lawrence Avenue, in 1996.   Larry
Maher’s father Art Maher had
designed the building and asked
his son to submit a bid on its con-
struction. Larry submitted a bid,
and it marked the start of a long
relationship with his father, and
then others, who quickly recog-
nized Larry’s abilities as a general
contractor.    Art Maher was born
and raised in Hong Kong. He emi-
grated to Canada with his family
when he was in his 20s secured a
job in the Montreal office of Craig,
Zeidler, Strong - the forerunner of
The Zeidler Partnership, and the
firm responsible for the design of
the world renowned Toronto
waterfront tourist attraction,
Ontario Place. Art struck out on his
own to form ATLM Design and
Consulting, in 1975 - the year his
son was born.
Art Maher had “millions of square

feet” of design and construction
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experience under his belt for such
firms as West York Construction
when his son came of age to start
up his own company, recalls Art.
“We did a lot of Laundromats
together when he first started out,”
the 67-year-old designer said. “I
would design it, and he (Larry)
would build it.” It proved to be a
productive partnership that benefit-
ted both parties.

“When Larry needs architectural
or design work done, he quite often
asks me to do it and when a client
of mine asks me to recommend
someone to bid on the building of a
project, I’ll recommend him for the
job. That’s how we work,” the
elder Maher explained.   “With a
proven track record of completing
new construction and renovation

projects, our partnership with
ATLM allows us to bring a vast
depth of experience and expertise
to each project we undertake,” stat-
ed Larry Maher. “These valuable
assets enable Maher Construction
to offer pre-construction, cost con-
sulting, design and management of
the entire construction process -
from concept to ribbon cutting.”
Juggling the rigors of obtaining a
degree, with managing a construc-
tion company, have proved to be a
delicate balancing act for Maher
during his first three years of oper-
ation. “It ended up taking me five
years to complete my degree
because I had to keep on dodging
classes to complete projects,” said
Maher, who obtained a Bachelor of
Arts degree from York in 1999. His

education in construction, on the
other hand, is the result of practical
experience and night courses.
“Every job I ever had, since I was
a teenager, has been working in
construction and I got my degree
so I would always have something
to fall back on,” he remarked. “My
formal construction training has
been obtained through continuing
education at the University of
Toronto and by taking courses
through the Ontario General
Contractors Association (OGCA).”
Maher’s experience, education and
desire to succeed has taken Maher
Construction Inc. from “barely
making a profit during our first
year,” to now being able to tackle
building assignments in excess of
$8 million.   Attention to detail,

and a high degree of personal
involvement by the principle, have
been the keys to the continued
growth of Maher Construction.
“I’m personally involved with
every project we undertake,”
Maher explained. “I’m the princi-
ple. I’m easy to get a hold of and I
always know what’s going on. I
always make my self available to
owners and I treat each job as if I
am building the project for
myself.”

“When we agree to build some-
thing for someone, it’s a one-on-
one relationship,” he continued.
“Clients deal with me directly and
they don’t have to go through three
or four people to get a hold of me.
It’s a way of doing business that
appeals to our customers and it’s
good for me because I get to expe-
rience the rewards of a job well
done at the end of the day.”   “With
each project we build, we are mak-
ing a physical contribution to the
environment, and when we’re fin-
ished, it’s nice a feeling to hear
people say you did a good job,” he
added. “That’s how we get a lot of
our business. This industry runs on
referrals and recommendations
from others.”
Maher Construction’s recent work

at the Gladstone Hotel has also
been the subject of much attention
as the year-long renovation project
draws to a close later this year. The
restoration has captured the atten-
tion of area residents, media, and
it’s also been recognized as a fea-
tured project on the OCGA web
site.
Maher Construction began restor-

ing the Gladstone Hotel, located in
the heart of the city’s art and
design district at Gladstone Avenue
and Queen Street West, last May.
Maher is performing the facelift
for the landmark hotel’s current
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owners, the Zeidler family, in con-
junction with Zeidler Partnership
Architects.   According Maher, the
Gladstone Hotel was built 115

years ago and is the oldest operat-
ing hotel in the city. The ornate,
five-storey, red clay brick building
was originally designed by Toronto

architect George Miller.   Zale
Spodek, of Zeidler Partnership
Architects, is heading up the con-
ceptual re-design of the building

which was once a glorious destina-
tion, providing accommodations to
travelers from the Parkdale train
station, as well as visitors and
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exhibitors to the nearby Canadian
National Exhibition. Over time,
however, the Gladstone has gradu-
ally lost its lustre and has become
less of a traveler’s destination, he
said.

According to Gladstone
Development Manager Christina
Zeidler, one of the goals of the
restoration was to reinterpret the
commercial definition of the hotel.
“Our recent restoration efforts
have rescued the Gladstone from

decrepit decline and renewed this
architectural landmark for a re-
imagined future,” she said.
Zeidler said her vision for the
future will reflect the essence of
the Parkdale area’s lively art and
design community. “The hotel is
rooted in the Parkdale community,
not just in a physical sense, but
also in a social sense,” she out-
lined. “It is a place where artists
show their work, perform, and
more importantly, a place where

neighbourhood people come just to
hang out.”

“We have upgraded heating, elec-
trical, and bathroom facilities, tak-
ing care to preserve the original
details and flavour of the hotel,”
she said. As the project entered the
home stretch last month, Maher
was overseeing anticipated finish-
ing work of carpenters, flooring
tradesmen and painters, in addition
to a not so common contribution
from a bevy of local artists. That’s
because the newly-renovated hotel
will feature 15 rooms that have
been individually designed by the
local arts community.

According to Zeidler, more than
27 different local artists are
involved in room design and cre-
ation and selection of wall treat-
ments.    Maher said he had no
reservations about accepting the
challenge of renovating an historic
landmark. “There are some compa-
nies that only do new buildings,”
he offered.   “We’ve done lots of
new buildings, but we also feel
quite at home here (at the
Gladstone) doing these complicat-
ed renovations.”

Maher was also quick to recog-
nize the efforts of his right-hand
man on the project, Site Supervisor
Andrew Farrugia, in addition to the
army of sub-trades who have
helped to restore the building.
“Without the proper trades, this
project could never have been
completed in one year,” he praised.
One of the challenges Maher faced
during the renovation was co-ordi-
nating construction activities in
order to allow the hotel to maintain
uninterrupted operation of its main
floor bar and ball room throughout
the duration of the project. Maher
was even forced to dismantle and
re-assemble exterior scaffolding in
order to accommodate a weekend

film shoot.
Although he’s also been oversee-

ing the construction of many other
projectes in the GTA area, Maher
said his second home for the past
year has been the Gladstone. “I’m
actually going to miss this place
when we’re done,” he lamented. “I
have gotten a lot of enjoyment out
of this project and it’s been an hon-
our working for Eb (Zeidler) and
Christina (Zeidler).”

Almost every project that Maher
is involved in is for repeat cus-
tomers, or by referral. “Most of our
bids are submitted by invitation
from, developers and architects
and private businesses we work
with,” he explained. “And, we gen-
erally like to assemble teams using
the same trades, whenever possi-
ble. It makes easier to bring proj-
ects together on time and on budg-
et.”   When he’s not out estimating
or managing construction projects,
Maher likes to spend time with his
wife and six-month-old son. Maher
also devotes much of his time to
community service and is a board
member of Temple Sinai
Synagogue, in addition to serving
on various fundraising committees
for both the United Jewish Appeal
and the Simon Wiesenthal Center.
Maher said he is grateful to have
the opportunity to collaborate and
often spend time with his father
when he goes to work each day.
Through Maher Construction
Inc.’s affiliation with ATLM, the
father and son have worked togeth-
er on more than 20 projects during
the past decade. “A lot of what I
have built today, is because of my
father,” Maher confessed. “A lot of
his clients, have now become my
clients.”

Property management and devel-
opment companies that have relied
on Maher Construction include:
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Greenwin Property Management,
Rio Can Real Estate Investment
Trust, O&Y CB Richard Ellis, Park
Willow Management, Pinedale
Properties Ltd,  G and S Regal
Property Management and Yonge
Eglinton Centre.

Maher Construction has also per-
formed work for the following
clients: Aaron Mendelson

Enterprises, Adecco, Barbados
Liaison Service, Canadian Starter
Drives Inc., Colgate-Palmolive
Canada Inc., Commerce Press Inc.,
Concord Transportation Inc., Flint
Ink, Gentek Marketing Inc.,
Lawrence Zimmerman Barrister &
Solicitor, Microsoft Canada Co.,
Pacific Construction, Por-Tool
Inc., Quebecor Printpak,

We would like to thank all
of our clients, subtrades 

and employees for
their commitment and

cooperative efforts.  

We look  forward to many more
future projects together.
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Rainmaker Group, React
Consumer Response, Superior
Propane, Supreme Physiotherapy
and Rehabilitation Centre, The
Bernard Betel Centre, TNT
Appliances, and Vaughan Metal
Polishing.   Maher Construction
Inc. headquarters are located at 65
Dufflaw Rd., Toronto. For more
information regarding its general

contracting, design-build and con-
struction management services,
call 416-782-6086, or visit the
company web site at:
www.maherconstructioninc.com.
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